
                                               
 

Constitutional Café Pancake Menu  
 

 

Bare Legality  

Plain and simple-requires nothing other than rules applied in a set manner.  They 

can be arbitrary, irrational, unjust or even retrospective-have it your way! 

 

Formal Concept 

As recommended by Joseph Raz, this pancake has the added topping of golden 

syrup and formal rules.  Much loved by all fans of legal positivism.  Look out for 

the following lemony notes: 

Clear rules  

Ascertainable 

Non-retrospective 

Binding on all citizens 

This dish promises to protect individual freedom and human dignity, but keeps it 

light in terms of moral principles.  Free from artificial colours, preservatives and 

added ethics. 

 

Substantive Conception 

As recommended by T R S Allen and described by Bingham as “thick” this pancake 

contains everything in the Formal Concept but with added bananas, butter and 

moral value for extra depth.  The delux legal rules used in this dish have been 

specially tested for ethical quality.  It is a favourite of lovers of Natural Law. 

 


